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Day 6, October 27

Victor de Souza (USA)

12 a.m., October 24, the Center of National Arts 

Victor de Souza was born into a Portuguese family in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was first introduced to fashion through his grandmother’s closet, which was filled with an elegant collection by designers such as Christian Dior, Balenciaga, Chanel and Schiaparelli. Seduced by the tapered silhouettes, brilliant colors and rich fabrics, de Souza knew at an early age that design was his calling. 

At the age of fourteen Victor de Souza enrolled in a couture academy in Argentina, he later studied at two other Argentinean couture academies and CETIC (Centro De Estudios Tecnicos Para La Industria De La Confeccion). In school, he quickly acquired a reputation as a perfectionist because of his obsession with constructing garments that fit the form perfectly. He designed his first collection in Argentina by the age of eighteen. 

In October 2002 de Souza made his debut couture collection at Paris Fashion Week. The showing was held at the American Consulate, as part of a special group event entitled “Americans in Paris.” This same year, editors and stylists began noticing his designs when Alicia Keys appeared at the NFL kick-off party in Times Square in 2002, wearing one of de Souza’s signature corsets. 

Victor de Souza’s clothes exude a powerful and protective quality that women love and appreciate. The highly structural shapes and lines found in his clothes transform the pieces into armor for the everyday woman. His silhouettes are superbly tailored, elegant and sexy, while his colors are vibrant and his fabrics and embellishments add just the right amount of glamour.

The International Contemporary Choreography and Sporting Dance Contest

Selection rounds – October 26-27, Youth Creativity Palace 

Gala concert – 1 p.m., October 28, Uzbekistan Sports Complex

For a second year in a row Style.Uz Art Week includes a competition in one of the most ancient arts – dancing. The International Contemporary Choreography and Sporting Dance Contest is aimed at helping contribute to the further development of choreographic art of young talents and boosting their skills and professionalism. The competition is an excellent opportunity for dance groups to demonstrate their potential on a big stage and earn ratings from the jury. 

Dance groups from Uzbekistan, Russia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan will perform at the International Contemporary Choreography and Sporting Dance Contest. 

Participants will perform in the following dance types: 

-sporting and ballroom dance;

-national dances;

-street-dance;

-modern dance (free-style);

-sporting acrobatics and calisthenics 

A jury comprising leading specialists and art professionals will judge the participants based on the following criteria: artistic and choreographic features of the dance; technique of performance; emotionality; performers’ expressiveness; blend of the music, choreography and costumes. The jury will include a prominent Canadian dancer and choreographer Sashar Zarif, a member of the International Federation of Festival Organizations (FIDOF) and director of Boztorgai International Children’s Art Competition and choreographer Karlygash Abdikarimova (Kazakhstan) and several famous Uzbek choreographers. 

The competition proceeds in several stages: the selection rounds will be held on October 26-27 followed by a gala concert and an awards ceremony for the winners on October 28. The laureates will be honored with diplomas, grants and prizes from the project organizers. 

Master class by prominent journalist and TV host Maxim Shevchenko (Russia)
4 p.m., October 28, Fund Forum Conference Room 

The last day of Style.Uz Art Week 2011 will include a master class by a prominent Russian journalist Maxim Shevchenko. Shevchenko works for Russia’s First Channel. The training session is designed for young journalists from Tashkent’s and Uzbek regions’ print and online editions and television studios. Shevchenko attended Style.Uz Art Week 2009 as a guest.

Born in 1966 in Moscow, Maxim Shevchenko graduated from Moscow Aviation Institute. He is one Russia’s leading journalists and experts on issues in ethnocultural and religious policies. He has worked for various publicatio0ns and projects. He has worked for Nezavisimaya gazeta (Independent newspaper) as a “hot spot” correspondent in Afghanistan, Dagestan, Chechnya, Israel, Pakistan, Palestine and Yugoslavia. He is currently the host of a socio-political talk show on First Channel and analytical programs on Mayak radio station. 

General Défilé by the House of Style 

6 p.m., October 28, the Youth Creativity Palace 

The show hit it big with people interested in latest trends in contemporary fashion in Uzbekistan. The General Défilé serves as a platform for up-and-coming and promising designers at the House of Style to demonstrate their collections. The House of Style, a creative association of Uzbek fashion designers, has provided opportunities for many fashion designers to work at professional level. It also works to further narrow the gap in the working conditions between designers in Tashkent and regions and small towns in Uzbekistan. 

Fashion designers:

1. Anna Kim 

2. Lilia Palyunina 
3. Marhamat Umarova 

4. Nargiza Niyazova 

5. Munira Alimukhamedova 
6. Saida Amir
7. Zulfiya Sultanbayeva 
8. Artem Drobyshev 

9. Dildora Qosimova 
10. Kanishka
11. Guli

Forum of Culture and Arts of  Uzbekistan Foundation
80, Uzbekistan broad str., Tashkent 100027 Republic of Uzbekistan 
tel.: +99871 2392774   e-mail: info@fundforum.uz   www.fundforum.uz   fax: +99871 2392771  


